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ROB an UE It is, that that medicine which bath FRO 
one deſperate patient, if it be communicated, may work 

A. dhe ſame effect upon others; the concealment whereof, 
would ar; ue in'a phyſician, either too great deſire of lucre, or 

too little love. However, the conſcience of good intentions in 
ourſelves (let their ſueteſs be what it willy is; both A diſcharge 
and comfort 6 1 free nud willing Hine. 
A fine wit,” and a Cchiiftian Will, is like as little 1 chat 
will not off the meaneſt flower, until The hath made ſomewhart 
p Whefeas an unfarictified heart, will {fpider- -like) ſuck | 
poiſon from the cliviceſt'of flowers. 
eff Boe of God's bid Malk uad aer 26 the dirtgoud 
mind; and withal heal that vice, which would be ſpringing in 
But with the carnally-minded, it is far otherwiſe. The 
i report, wherewith' the ſpirit 'of 'Rabab melteth, hardens 
king of Jericho, Joſh. ii. Sergiu Paulas was converted, | 
8 at the ſanie ſermon, A; xiii, That one hard 
| yin 6 r Saviour; Fohi vi. 51. like a ble, ſharpened eleven . 
6f bj 2 While it Je blunted the reſt of his diſciples, that 
Bs " murmured, and from that" time wwent* back," an? 
is — — oo urs lb ver. 66, He. Whenee obſerve; that 
q ies are or equally abt to be wrought by the 
iediahe; ſo arc not all ſouls by the — — grace. 
Ode remains Gbſtinate and refradtory, while others are pliable. 
Sin and Satan have no fervants but the fimple.” As for in- 
ſtance: a wiſe „ _ a — condition he is 
in, 
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and will not forthwith wipe them aut? A wi 
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condition they are content at preſent to continve ip, they ＋ 71 
n er ſays, 


Th Ea EE. £5 e eee 


zeal for their good, that defire not their own.) The KN 
by hearkening to Jenab, and thoſe murderers of * of 
life by liſtening to Peter, were converted and ſaved, Zanap iii. 
4. 5. Alt ji. 37. Wax (we: know) yieldeth: ſooger $9 the ſeal, 
than ſteel to che ſtam . %% Ulis 
e SE Cc T. ILO. N. D962 ein 264 1: 

_ OF hearers, there are uſually four, ſoxts, as, our, Saviour 
mews in the parable of the ſeed, Matt xiii. 3, to:24, As firſt, 
An honeſt and good heart, will not return from hearing the 


Word unbettered: yea, he will fo, note what is, ſpoken to hi- 
= own fin, that it ſhall, increaſe his knowledge, and leſſen his 


yices, As who (by looking in a glaſs) e bis face, 


{ſe may will not 
have one fin twice repeated unto him. Vea, he more rejoigeth 


in being overcome with a wiſe and S, 8 than he 1 
would have rejoiced in à revengeful victory. Of, which hy 1 


have a rare example, 1 Sam. xxv. 32, 33. A true argument o 


An ingenuous nature. Whereas thoſe that will not hearken to, 
| NR e e ww 


— * 921 
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; Ahab, Micaiah, 1 Kings 


{ chife, and fun 
of God, and be ready to 9 2 againſt it for being ſo * 
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Book If. _ Or, Self. Knowledge. 6 
nor obey the voice of Chriſt, but rage and ſtorm, are more ſtub- 
born than the wind and ſea, Luke viii. 24, 25. enough to make 


Z them bluſh blood-red when told of it. But ſecondly, Another 
2 ſort of hearers are like Tzlly's ſtrange ſoil, much rain leaves them 
= ftill as dry as duſt: or like the wolf in the emblem, which tho? 

it ſacks the goat, kept notwithſtanding his wolfiſh nature ſtill. 
And indeed, until the Spirit of God meekens the ſoul, ſay what 
vou will, it minds nothing, or nothing to purpoſe. Whatever 
an impenitent finner hears, it preſently paſſes away like the 
2 ſound of a bell that is rung. 
never ſa much concern them, it makes an impreſſion only ſkin 
or ear deep: and as in an hour-glaſs or conduit, that which in 
one hour runneth in, the ſame in another hour runneth out 
again. Who may be reſembled to the ſmith's iron, put it into 
the fire it is mach ſoftened, but put it into the water, it is harder 
than before, Thirdly, Another ſort will very orderly hear the 
word, and delight in it, until it comes home to their conſci- 
ences, touches their copy-hold (as Jahn ſerved Herod) but then 


et teſtimonies and examples 


. 


| they will turn their backs upon it, as the Jews ſerved our Sa- 


viour, Jobn vi. 66. the Athenians, Paul, Acts xvii. 16, to 34. and 
Xxii, 8. Now theſe that will not hear 
an untoothſome truth, but tnrn their backs upon and fly from 


9 inſtruction, John iii. 19, 20, 21. not only declare themſelves to 


be guilty perſons (for he confeſſeth the fact, who to judgment 


a turneth his back; and it is only the weak-fighted, that cannot 
f abide the light) but it proves them to be out of all hope to be- 


come better. For that ſin is paſt cure, which turns from and 


refuſeth the cure, Deul. xvii. 12. Prov. xxix. 1. 1 Sam. ii. 28. 


2 Chron. xxv. 16. turn to the places. And take this for a rule, 


it ever you ſee a drowning man refuſe help, conclude him a 
„ = e 


TONS gg ron. coef 
+ FOURTHLY and laſtly (for I paſs by thoſe blocks, that 


can hear the word powerfally delivered for twenty or thirty” - © ; 
years together, and mind no more the ſpirituality of the matter, | | 
than the ſeats they fit on, or the ſtones th 
7 are a generation of hearers, who being told the naked truth, 
And the p 


tread on.) There 


proved. for their fins, ſhewn the judgments of God, 
tfiſkinent which they deſerve and are like to under- 


A 


80, if they 80 on; to the” end they may repent and believe, 
| chat fo they may be faved, will { 4beb like) carp, and fret, and 


| 17 


14 fume, and ſwell, and ſpurn againſt the very word 
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and ſpuching ; and thereupon perſecute the meſſenger, as He- 
| z, and the Phariſees, Chrif, They love appli- 
cation as dearly, as a dog does a cudgel. So that Iike adders, 


they are not only deaf to the charmer, but like low-worms, 


they hiſs, and then turn their tails to ſting him. | 
God's holy precepts and prohibitions harden them; as the 
ſun hardens clay, and water Rat iron: or elſe they enrage them, 
as a furious maſtiff-dog, is the madder for his chain. Bat when 
it comes to this, that men ſpurn at the means, and are hardened 


with the word, as ſteel is hardened with ſtrokes, or as bulls'graw 


mad with baiting ; the beſt way is to leave them to their judge, 
who hath meſſengers of wrath for them that deſpiſe the meſ- 
ſengers of his love, P/a/. Ixxxi. 11, 12. See Luke x. 10, 11. 


Prov. xxix. and i. 25, 26, to 33. 2 Chron. xxv. 16, 20. 1 Sam, 


ir. 28. And in reaſon, herbs that are worſe for watering, trees 


that are leſs fruitful for digging, Junging, pruning, are to be 
m 


rooted out, or hewed down. And to a 


P 


| admoniſn them is to no 
more purpoſe, than if one ſhould ſpeak to lifeleſs ſtones, or ſenſe- 


leſs plants, or witleſs beaſts: for they will never fear any ing, 


till they be in hell-fire. Wherefore God leayes them to be con. 
futed with fire and brimſtone, ſince nothing elſe will do it. 


V es + o Bane ti 
THUS you ſee what a wonderful difference there is in 


PT 


| bearers! Only herein they agree, all men (good and bad) love 


the light as it ſhines; but the moſt of men hate it, as it diſcovers 
and detects: but the difference is ſo great, that it is admirable. 
to think, how fome men would not be prevailed withal, though 


| Lazarus ſhould be ſent unto: them from the dead. Aud pet 


with what ſmall means ſome others have been converted, as were 
Juſtin the philoſopher, Cyprian the necromancer, St. Auſtin, 


Fulgentiut, Franciſcus, Junius, Malanc bun, Adrranus, Latinier, and 


many others. 


One treating upon the prodigal ſon, and the thief upon the f 
© croſs, mentions two famous ſtrumpets, that were ſuddenly con- 
verted by this only argument, That God ſeeth all things, even 
in the dark, when the doors are ſhut, and the curtains drawn; Þ 
and Mextague tells of a gallant, that ({porting with a-courtezan | 

her name, which ſhe ſaid || 


in a houſe of ſin) happened to aſk 


was Mary ; whereat he was ſo ſtricken with reverence and re- 


5 } . 
* 

a6. % 
$5 


morſe, that he inſtantly both calt off the harlot, and amended 
his whole future.life. And indeed, no means can be too weak. | 


where God intends ſucceſs; yea; a thought only hath ſome- 


* 
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times ſerved the turn. Nor needs there any more to a clariſed 
underſtanding, than the bare thought of God's omnipreſence, 
onmniſciency, or omnipoteney; as being preſent every where? 


7 or ſcruple may hereupon arife. The miniſter or author, qut of 
3 compaſſion to their precious ſouls, would ſhew them from God's 


Acts xi. tell them that, whereby (with bleſſing from abdve) 


: tain, as Lot did thoſe angels that came to fetch him out of Sodom,” 
Gen. xix. Others as churliſhly rejeR, and as villaigouſly entreat 


2 San x. 4. Wherein (may ſome ſay} lies che difference?" * 


name a few, being enjoined to contra&t all my matter into two 
UW ſhe ES SEAS „ ( op 


f and yet if God denies his grace, it is only when he ſees it con- 
temned. As God oftentimes is ſo provoked by their obſtinate 


and up to the hardneſs of their own hearts, to be led by their 


& #7 where it does not quicken, it kills. 
they were either better or worſe by it. It is a holy fire; thoſe 
\. # whom it doth not purify and cleanſe, by melting into repent- 

* 3 ance, it doth conſume and deſtroy, by burning in the aſhes of 
profaneneſs here, of confuſion hereafter. It is the power of - 
Cod unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, Rom. i. 16. And 
s ſaveet ſavour of life unto life, to them that are ſaved, 2 Cor. ii. 


* 


| as «vref} and pervert the ſame unto their own dgſtruction, 2 Pet. in. 
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knowing every thought and intent of the heart, and being al- 
mighty to punifli,or reward evil and good.. 


34 3 


s NON f ond adaxee 


AND fo moch of the Kinds of bearem: only's f 


* 
21 * 8 — 
" 
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word, the very faces of their hearts, and like Peter to Cornelius,” 


they might be ſaved, ver. 14. the which ſome do kindly enter- 


and handle them, as the Ammonites did David's meſſengers, 


Anſwer, I could give you ſundry reaſons of it; I will only 


Firſt, Will makes the difference, and who makes the differ= 
ence of wills, but he that made them He that creates the 
new heart, leaves a ſtone in one boſom, puts fleſh into another; 


hardneſs and impenitency, that he gives them over to Satan, 


luſts, and to walk in their own counſels, as it is, P/al. Ixxxi. 12. 

Rom. i. 24, 26. So that not God, but ourſelves are the authors 

of ſin, and of our own damnation, as it is, H/. xiii. 9. Of 

which, more in its dugyplace. FO deat: 1 
Seconuly, The holy word of God, which is ſpirit and life, is 

ſo quick, powerful and operative, that it will have its effect: 

one ever heard it, but, 


16. Bat it becomes the  /avour of death unto death, unto ſuch 


16. And no marvel, for the ſame cauſe may have divers and 
A4 contrary 


1. * 5 K * 
1 WL * . 
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contrary effects, in reſpect of ſundry objeQs, as might be ex- 
empliſied in the ſun, the wind, and the ſame breath out of one 
mouth,-the.earth, the ſtomach, the rain, &c. as might be 
largely ſhewn. In one garden, grow-an hundred kind of berbs. 
0 

fective; yet they all draw their juice from one and the ſame 


earth. Erery member receiveth nouriſhment from the ſtomach, 


yea; the ſame meat in the ftomach; but that which the liver 


receives becomes blood, that which the gall receives becomes 


choler, that which the lungs receive becomes phlegm, and that 


which paſſeth into the paps becomes milk: ſo all receive the 


ſame good word of God, but every one does not make the ſame 
uſe of it. For as one hath his ſaith ſtrengthened by it, his pa- 
tience increaſed, bis judgment reQified, his will reformed, his 
life and practice amended, his love and zeal inflamed: ſo fares 
it with wieked men, in reſpect of the contrary vices, &c. A- 
gain, the word of God, is like a fructifying dew or rain, which 
alls not upon any ground in vain. If th | 
fall into the garden of a good heart, they raiſe up herbs and. 


flowers: if in a field, corn or graſs; whereas if they fall on 


clay, they: make but dirt; yea, the more rain, the more dirt: 


if ppon kennels or dunghills, a ſtink. Or if they produce any 
frait, it is weeds.jnflead of herbs ; appar, pi thorns, 
to ſetatch and wound the huſbandman chat dreſſes it. Thus [ 
might go on, and ſhew you. how the. ſacrament of the Lord's. 
ſiopper is received. hy one to ſalvation, by another to his greater 
damnation, 1 Cor. xi. 2g. The cloudy pillar which gave light, 
and was a defente to //rae/, became darkneſs and offence to the 
Egyptians, Exod. xiv. 20. and the like of manna, Exod. xvi. 20. 
The ark, the red: ſea, and ſundry the bke, which I might weary. 
you with, Yea, Chriſt himſelf, who is a rock to fave all that 


believe in him, ſhivers his enemies in pieces, Mall. xxi. 44. 
And immortality, the greateſt bleſſedneſs of the ſaints, is the 


- greateſt miſery to the damned. No wonder then, if theſe. 

eigen, thoſe bees, the wicked and the godly, ſuck, the one 
honey, the other poiſon, from the. ſelf-ſame flower of holy 
7 writ. ; : 3 FOR NE ; 8 = 
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THIRDLY, Another reaſon why they ſo. ſwell a- 
gainſt their reprehender, is their puiltineſs. And it is a 
ſign the horſe, is gauled, that ſtirs too much when he is 
touched. la the law of .jealouſics, if the ſuſpected wife were 


4 . guilty, 


everal operations and qualities; ſome nutritive, others in- 


eſe celeſtial] ſhowers 
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I. 

x- © ouilty, that drank of the bitter water of trial, ſhe would pre- 
ne Cady ſwell ; if otherwiſe, ſhe was well enough, Namb: v. 27. 
be Nor did you ever hear of any that were offended with whos. 
bs. ſome truth for being untoothſome, that diſliked the miniſter for ' 
n- being too ſharp and ſearching, but evil minds. But as good 
ne meats are unwelcome to ſick perſons; fo is good counſel tò ob- 
b, ſtinate and reſolyed ſinners. Unſound fleſh loves to be troaked, 
er the leaſt roughneſs puts it into a rage. Bad wares ſhould have 
es. dark ſhops. Thieves will put out all the lights, that in the 
lat dark they may more ſecurely rifle the houſe, John iii. 19, 20, 
he 21. So the conſcience that is guilty of flagitious crimes, could 
ne wiſh the Heavens blind. | — 8 5 
a- Fourthly, No wicked man can endure to hear the downright” 
his truth; for then they muſt alſo hear the ſentence of their own 
res condemnation, What a miniſter delivers is the very word by 
A- which they are judged and condemned, therefore they loath as 
ch much to hear it, as the priſoner at the bar does abhor to hear his 
ers ſentence from the juſt judge. And indeed, if many (as we well 
nd. know by experience) love not to hear the worſt of their tempo- 
on ral cauſes and caſes, nor yet of their bodily diſtempers, with 
xt: which their liyes or eſtates be endangered; how much more 
ny will wicked mendecline from ſeeing their heinous abominations, 
ne, and themſelves guilty of hell and eternal damnation ? Though 


"1 thereof there be an abſolute neceſſity, if ever they be ſaved. 


d's. x4 35002 23-0 SB: C-P-1:04N- VIE. | 

ter AN fo much of the reaſons. From all which we may 

bt, learn not to impute the cauſe of wicked men's raging to any 1 
the miſcarriage in the meſſenger; for he may vindicate himſelf as 1 
20. Paul did, 1 Cor. vii. 10: J bave not ſpoken, but the Lord. And ek 
ary... therefore as the Lord ſaid unto Saul, Acts ix. 4. that he perſe- 4 
hat cuted him; ſo they which reject any truth delivered out of the 

44. word, do refit God himſelf, and not his meſſenger. And this 

the is certain, were Chriſt himſelf their miniſter, they would muck | 
eſe. more oppoſe and perſecute him, as the Prieſts and Phariſees - 
one did, when they heard him. B „„ 

joly. Tea, conſider it rightly, and you will grant, that there 


cannot be a greater honour done to a poor miniſter than this. 

For, what ſays one of the fathers? It may well be doubted. 
| that miniſters open not the word aright, when wicked men 
42 kick not againſt it. Vea, ſays Luther, to preach the Goſpel as 


is a we ought, is to ſtir. up all the furies of Bell again us. And 
e is © what faith our Saviour himſelf to his apoſtles in their pupil- 


vere = age? The world cannot bate you, but me it hateth, becauſe ' ; 


- 


* : 
TP 
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| th of it, that the tworks thereof are evil, John vii. 7. And ſo 
touching Paul, who had never become their enemy, but. for - 
telling them the truth, and dealing ſo plainly and ſo roundly” 
with them. Nor can there be ſach an argument, that a mini- 
ſter ſtudies more to profit than to pleaſe men with his wholſome 
counſel; as, when ; de will not let ibem ſleep and ſnort in cheit 
fins, but cries aloud. againſt their abominations. et 
Secondly, We may learn from the premiſes, that if auy 107 i 
ceive the word with readineſs, and become new creatures by 
hearing the ſame, we are not to attribute, or aſcribe the praiſe 
thereof to the parties converted, or to the means, or to the in- 
ſtrument; but to God who is the author, and gives the bleſ- 
ſing. For Paul may plant, and Apollus may water, - but it is God 


only that giveth the increaſe. ; It is God alone that giveth words 


unto; the wiſe, and virtue unto their words, 1 Cor. iii. A , 6; 7. 
And he will give ſucceſs to whom, when, and as he 45 
Even twelve mean fiſhermen, when he pleaſeth, ſhall, — 


force or weapon, armour, hands of men, or firoke: ſtricken; - 
ſubdue the whole 0 to their King! Hilary found not ſeven- 
teen We and ls t not ſo _ unbelievers in a 2 


city. 
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. ſo bidisg them from — wil — as 9 ey: 
the proud, that ate wiſe in their own; eyes) and reveals them to 
babes and { ſucklings, (that. is, the humble and N as wore | 


SBCTION vi. aa 
WHICH being ſo, let not him that bach 400 talent 
=: him 4hat hath but two: even thoſe great lights of 

; heaven, 


ſpeaks. | 
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beaven, the ſun apd Nd take not away the neceſſity of lamp- 
light. To the making of the tabernacle, fine linen, and goats- 
hair, have their uſe, as well as gold, filver and precious ſtones. 
And the ſame God that gave proportion to the cedar, gave alſo 
being to the muſhroom, | 

Nor is the firength or weakneſs of means, either ſpur or 


* 


bridle to the determinate choices of God, who not ſeldom does 


greateſt acts by weakeſt agents. He choſe David's ling, rather 
than Saz{'s word, to con quer Goliath; frogs, graſhoppers and 
lice, rather than bears and lions, to fight, againſt Pharaoh. 
Yea, he that with rams-horns overthrew the walls of Jericho, 


bath ſometimes choſen vile and weak means to ſerve himſelf by 


in great matters. Peer hath a cock to tell him of his com- 
ardice, and Balaam an aſs, to reprove his avarice. Yea, that 
God, who will bleſs where he pleaſeth, now and then gives 
the greater ſucceſs to the weaker means. The men of Nineweh 
repented at the preaching of Fonas: yet the Jews did not at 
the preaching of Chriſt, who was greater than Jena. The 
apoſtles did greater miracles in Chriſt's name than Chriſt him- 
ſelf, John xiv. rz. It was a greater miracle, than the ſhadow 
of St. Peter (as he walked the ftreet) ſhould heal many ſick per- 


ſons, 2485 v. 15,.16. than that the hem of Chriſt's velture 


ſhould heal one ſingle woman of her bloody iſſue, Matt. ix. 21, 


1 


22. Who then Fan, cavil, or indeed wonder at the enſuing 


ſtory, the which I am quickly torelate? _ 

Tea, who that hath either heart or brain, ſhall well conſider 
this, preceding matter, and the difference, of hearers, and not 
he forged to acknowledge that which follows to be the caſe of 
every one that ſhall hear it, be they what they will? J mean. 
before their. hearts are renewed with the power of God's word, 


which is the ſtrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty power: of 


God unto ſalwation, Rom. i. 16. And the fword of 
vi. 17. Ang ide as 4 fire, or. a hammer that breateth cen the 
rock in pieces, Jer. xxiii. 29, 30. And that irreſiſtible eannon-- 
ſhot, that is gh to brat down all the firong holds of fin and Sa- 


tan, 2 Cor. x. 4. Quick and power ful, and ſharper than any tao 


aud ſpirit, and of the joints. and marrow; and to the diſcerning of. 
the ven thoughts, and meſi ſecret intents of the heart, Heb. iv. 12. 
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edged Faword, and pierceth even to the divid;ng aſunder of the foul 


laid open to thy con- 
| ſcience, 
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clearly 


the. very ſecrets of thy heart to be 
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— NR The Heart's Inder Book Tr. 
ſcience, in the one or the other, firſt'sr laſt of thefe enſuing. 
characters, I dare peremptorily conclude, that Satan, the God 
of this world, hath blinded thy mind, that the light of the glo- 
ztZioos goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould not 
wine unto thee, 2 Cor. iii. 3, 4. Eph. ik 2. 2 Theſ. ii. 9, 10, 
TTW 
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. But this is the miſery ! and a juſt plague upon our ſo much 
© - Ignorance, formality and profaneneſs, under ſo much means of 
grace. There be very few men, that make not the whole Bible, 
= - and all the ſermons they hear, yea, the checks of their own 
conſciences, and the motions of God's Spirit, utterly ineffec- 
tua], for want of wit and grace to apply the ſame to themſelves 
8 as they can unto others; being better able to diſcern others 
mäonts than their own beams. e eee ee 
* | If you queſtion what Satan can do in this cafe, look upon 

j what he hath done to others, as wiſe and as good as the beſt of 
us. Pll give you inſtances both of the godly and wicked, and 
W3!ꝰ , likewiſe teſtimonies: I pray mind them ſeriouſly, and turn to. 
1 = the places, for they are exceeding conſiderable. In the firſt 
plwKhace take notice, how he blinded and deluded Abs four hun- 
* | = _ dred prophets, 1 Arngs xxii. 22. and Judas, John xiii. 2. and all 
| ie en when they perſecute the people of God, Rev. ii. 10, 
BR nc indeed all men in their natural eſtate, whereof not a few 
mW think they do God ſervice, in perſecuting and killing the pro- 
bphets; as our Saviour expreſly tells us, Jabs xvi. 2. But ſee 
1 other particular inſtances; as that of Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 
f 


— 
— — 
1 
8 


— 
2 3 * 8 
* 


— — 
* 
. 833 N 
” * by 9 
„. T5994, 


6 RS - 2 | 7 FEST FORE IN? 
my te eo A & ho. ont! abies”. rien” ev wy W is 4a% 


. 3. Then for the godly, how he hath blinded and beguiled. 
; | them, as our firſt parents, Adam and Eve, Eve by herſelf, and 
Aan by making her his inſtrument, and that in the ſtate of 
=  intocency, when they had wit at will, Cen. iii: and holy Da- 
3 vid, a man after God's own heart, 1 Chron. xxi. 1. then Peter, 
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-”  whoſo dearly loved Chriſt, Matt. xvi. 22, 23. 


And having done this, argue thus with thyſelf; if Satan 
ſeo blinded and beſotted theſe; if he made ſuch uſe of all 


1 theſe, whereof ſome were the beſt and wiſeſt of God's chil- 
= dren and ſervants, who hate the very appearance of evil, 
| 2 = -1Thef. v. 22. Judt 23. 3 * v. 27. 2 Pet. iii. 14. James i. 
27. have the eye of faith, and the Spirit's direction, and 
17 Know the mind of Chriſt above others, 1 Cor. ii. 12, to 17. 
Ve.. x. 14. how much more can he work the ſame upon his 

don children and ſervants, that delight only in wicked- 
neſs, and are ignorant of Satan's wiles, as not Ok — | 
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Book Ik | 
Jeaſt knowledge or ability to diſcern nn things 2 2. 1. Cor. | ii. 
— 34, 2 C. i 1 
But if you. Rill queſtion the truth of this, torn to Joln xiv. 30. 
and xii. 31. Gen. iii. 15. John viii. 44. 2 Tim. ii. 20. Eob. ii. 
273. which are all fle clear teſtimonies, that none (who. ſhut 
net their eyes againſt the light) can gainſay, Matt. xili. 15. 
Which being ſo, in reading this enſuin . Dialogue, or Index to 
the Heart, make the application, to yourſelves and not to others; 
as David did Nathen's parable, 2 dam. xii. 1, to 8. and bab the 
Prophets, 1 Kings xx. 35, to 43. Which yet concerned no leſs 
than their own lives. And ſo Noch the rather, for that in all 


no ordinary means are like to do. As what can be further ex- 
x<ed? No glaſs cap more livehily repreſent : your faces than this 
Fa does your hearts, if you be;yet in your natural condition, 


D unregenerate. Neither can you igok that Chriſt Jeſus himſelf 
of Hould call co you » ſeverally by name, 35 he did to Saul; for, now 
ad we have the goſpel written at large, viſions and miracles ceaſe. 
to | Or put caſe Chriſt himſelf ſhould do ſo, I queſtion whether you 
rit ould, be any more warned, or reclaimed: by it, than Hazae/ 
R. Was, when the prophet told him What abominable wickedneſs 
all : e ſhould, ſhortly commit, 2 Kings viii. 12, 13, Se Yea, 4 Abra 
Of an tells Dives the contrary, Luke xvi. 370 80 1 come, id W 
a. Conferences icke f. 1 J f | 
wr fl s ECTTON 1 
* i 1 LOOSE. libertine meeting with his friend that bad 


* lately been a formal Chriſtian, be greets him as. falloweth : 


f ar Jaft. meeting at Migdleberough;;; not only in yaut e 
wh th any and conye 85 but even in your COuntenange : _ 


Ja- i 
. 5 the, matter, if 1 may be ſo bold?) 5 
ler, * | vert. Fraß, N ir, 25 are 2 all miltaken⸗ ad orig: kr 


. willing to ennih ge cauſe,if yon can afford to hearit. 
n 12 oon after my ek into E e I was carried by a friend 
ear a ſermon, where the min ney ho 


all reſented the ver 
hil- PETS. ſes Q and. e . 


7 Han unto my con- 
og 9 that 25 En, as the women of 
5 1. Se once {pa 7 ok hy of th bath told * all things 
and that . phil "did. Which made me conclude with that unbe- 
17. Torr, 1. Cor. iy. 24, 25. That God, was in Lim pf. 4 truth: 
bis for could, he ever have ſa done, if hejwerenot.of God; as 


| the young man in the Go 155 reaſone with, the Phariſees. 
the e * when he had opened * I that had bling 


7 4 


— 


o. e Knowledge Fg 3 N 


probability, what this will not effect toucbing your amendment, 


54 Sir, methinks I have obſerved in you a firange alteration: ſinee 
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ENS <p e Heart's Index: 1 
blind from his birth, Jobs ix. 32, 33. Whereupon I could have 
no peace nor reſt, until I had further communed with him about 
my eſtate; for I found my ſelf in a loſt condition touching eter- 
nity : it faring with me, as it did with tkoſe Jews, Acts ii. 
when Peter, by his ſearching fermion, had convinced them, that 
Chrift, whom they had with wicked bangs crucified and ſlain, was 
the only Son of Gel, and Lord of Glary, ver. 36, 37, And havin 
had the happitieſs to enjoy. rhe benefit of a lage advice, as f 
ſtood in need thereof, 0 | pue 0 


a 


feed f, (God having" given him 2be tongue of the 
leurned, to adminifier a word in r ſeaſon to, them that are tary, Iſa. 
I. 4.) 1 bleſs God, his word. and Spirit hath wrought in me 
ſoch a change and ſtrange alteration, that it hath opened mine 
Eyes that were blind before, inclined my will to obedience 
Which was before rebellious, foftered my beart, ſanQified and 
quite changed my actions: fothat I now love that good which 
. before I hated, and hate that evil which before I loved; and am 
deligbted with thoſe holy exerciſes, Which heretofore did moſt 
diſpleaſe me; and am diſpleaſed with thoſe vain pleaſures and 
Klthy fins which in times paſt did moſt delight me. Which is 
ſuch a mercy, that no tongue is able to expreſs ! for till that 
hour, 1 went on in the broad way, and world's road, to de- 
KivQion; wichoot any miftroft;' heres nw God hath. been 
pleaſed to take me into his Kingdom of Grace here, and wi 
ever leave me until he hath bronght me ynto his Kingdem 
Flory hereafter. > US OS OE * Vx 
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Libertine. What you ſpeak makes me wonder: for [ | 
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prophet ſhews,; Jur. 3 xvii. 10. 75 1 this i is a truth has 
tranſcends | your belief, and becauſe i it may be of a ſingular uſe 
to you alſo, to know the ſame, I will give you a ſhort charac- 


ter of my former condition; the which done, I doubt not bat 


rn WII aſſent unto what I have hicherto ſaid, or — further 
late. er 4 * 
8 ne 
FIRST. Touching my knowledge, I mean ſaving 8 


ledge, without which the ſopl cannot be good, (as wiſe Solomon 
witnefleth, Prov. xix. 2.) it was ſuch, (though I. thought my- 
ſelf wiſer than to make ſcruple of, or. perplex myſelf about 


matters of religion, as do the religious: even as the king of 
Tyrus thought himſelf wiſer than Daniel, Exel. xxviii. 3.) that 
ſpiritual things were moſtly repreſented to my underſtanding 
alſe, and clean contrary to what they are indeed. Like corpo- 
ral things in a looking-glaſs, herein thoſe that are on the 


right-hand ſeem to be on the left, and thoſe that are on the left- 


hand ſeem to be on the right. As it fared with St. Paul while 
he was in his natural condition, Adi xxvi. 9. which made me 
think and call evil good, and good evil; bitterſweet, and ſweet 


bitter; to juſtify the wicked, and condemn the zent as, the pro- 
phet complains, I/a. v. 20, 23. 


As for inſtance, 1 moſt ſottiſhly thonghs, het L both loved. 
and ſerved God as I ought; yea, I ſhoold, have: taken it i 8 25 
ſcorn, if any one had queſtioned the. ſame.; when indeed 


a traitor to God, and took up arms; My yy nh all-that did wor- 
| hip him in ſpirit and in truth. I was ſo. far from. loving:and 


Aeiag „ that I hated thoſe that did. it; and that for their 


ſo doing. I could alſo hear him blaſpbemed,. reproached- and 


diſhonoured, without being once ſtirred or moved at it. F. 
loved him dearly, but I could never afford to ſpeak à word 
for him; and likewiſe his children entirely, but inſtead off 
juſtifying. them, or ſpeaking in their, defence when f heard 
them. ſcoffed at, ſcorned, and abuſed, by wicked and ungodly 
men; all my delight was to jeer at, ſlight and ſlander them 
wherever I came. I more feared the magiſtrate, than 1 

God, and more regarded the blaſts of men's breath, than the 
fire of God's wrath... I choſe rather to diſobey God, thag c 
diſpleaſe great. 9 and feared more 15 re nme chag 


his anger. beni Bob b 

And the like of Chriſt that died for mer 3 argu - 
ment that I loved Chriſt, when I hated all 2 reſembled 
N in . Yea, I ſo hated OR that J moſt bitterly | 


hated 
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„ 1. Heart's hie- bk fl. 
I Hated men for being holy; inſomuch that my blood would rite 
at the fight of a good man, as fome ſtomachs will riſe at the 
ſight of ſweet-meats. 1 was a Chriſtian ih name, but I could 

=  Aſcoff at a Chriſtian indeed. I could honour the dead ſaints ip a 
= rdormal profeſſion, while I wortied the living ſaints in a 'crvel 
= perſecution. I condemned all for round-heads, that had more 
religion than a heathen ; or knowledge of heavenly things, than 
a child in the womb bath of the things of this life ; or conſci- 
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ſtructions of whatſoever they did or ſpake; a ths idee _ 
PARTING dealt by our Saviour. Fg 
OMAN eee . Oh 
8, O what aipoor ſlave did I hold the man of a bet con- 
Leience to be ! Yea; how did Tappl:od myſelf for being zeal-leſs 
and fearleſs} together with my 
when I ſaw this man vexed for his zeal, that other hated for his 
knowledge, a third perſecuted for the 'profeſſion of his faith, 
De. For (being like Gain, IAmael; Eliab, Micah, Pharaoh, 
_ Feſtus) I thought their religion, puritaniſm ; ; their conſci- 
| F ſi, hypoeriſy; their profeſſion, diſſimulation z their | pru- 
ee ; their faith and eonfidence, preſumption z their zeal 
of God's glory, to be pride and malice; their obedience to God's 
 Jawszrebellion'ts princes; their execution of juſtice, cruelty, Sc. 
=  dJdfthey were any thing devout, or forward'to admoniſh others, 
camat ſo they might pluck them out of the fire; I conceived them 
_ to be beſide themſelves, as dur Savieur was thought to be by his 
Kinsfolk, and St. Paul by Feſtus, Mark iii. 21. John K*. -; 2 
t 


ds xxvi. 24. 1 Cor i. 18. My religion was, to oppoſe 
Wo of religion; and my knowledge of the truth, o know 
dw to argue againſt the truth. I never affected Chili's a} 
baſſadors, that preached — rag tidipgs of ſalvation; but 111 
_Wifpleen againſt them; yea, I hated a Sinifler for being a mi- 
"090g" eſpecially, if a Ny ud zealous one, that {| ery home 
to my conſcience, and told me my fins ; much more if he would 
bet admit me to the Lord's table without trial and examina- 
tim yea, then, like Ahab to Elijah, I became his enemy, and 


= hated bim ever after; would impeach his credit, and detain 
= _ from bim bis dues. Are not all theſe firong evidences, that I 
= oe and ſerved God and my Redeemer as I ought? But td 
_ a_—_ more manifeſt what a rare Chriſtian I was, _ 

_ ght myſelf a believer; yea, I could even boaſt of a 


—_ - | Arong faith, when yet I fell _— of the very * be- 
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ence than an atbeiſt, or care of his ſoul than a beaſt, 1 had 
always the baſeſt thoughts of the beſt men; making in con- 


great diſeretion and moderation; 
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baths, for not railing on his miniſter 


Jaw, fill the affirmative part thereof I had been 
. orming, that 1 had not ſo much as thought of it, And 


8 | theſe two: 


Soak 1 Or; 6. bbb 17 
lieving, for they believe the threats and Torn e6titained 
in the word, and tremble thereat, Fares ii. 19. Whereas 1 
thought them but ſcare-crows to fright the fimple withal : Yea, 
1 held hell itſelf but a fancy, not worth the fearing. 

Becauſe I was not notoriouſly wicked, but had a form of 


7 Godlineſs, was civil, Se. I was able to delude my own' ſoul, | 
and put off all reproofs and threatenings, by comparing myſelf 
with thoſe, that I prefumed were worſe than myſelf; as 


drunkards, adukerers, blaſphemers, oppreſſors, ſhedders ef 


blood, and the like; counting none wicked but ſuch.” Vea, 


looking upon theſe, I admired my own holinefs, and thought 
my moral honeſty would by ſufficient to fare me. Nor ad 1 
know wherein I had offended. - 


And whereas the law is ſpiritual, and binds the Bert om 


ä affeting, no lefs than the hand from acting; I was fo blind and 
eee that F thought the commandment wWas not broken, if 
e outward groſs fin be forborn. Whence theſe were my 


thoughts, I never brake the fr commandment of having many 
Gods; for I was no papiſt, no idolater: nor the e for 1 
worſhipped God aright. Nor the 2hird, for Thad been no com- 
mon ſwearer, only a few petty oaths; Nor the fourth, for I had 
every ſabbath gone duly to church. Nor the , for L ever 


honoured my parents, and have been a loyal ſubje&. - Nor the 
. fixth, ſeventh, eighth, ninth or tenth'; for F never committed | 
murder or adultery, never ole aught, never bore ue ding,; 


nor could I call to mind that I had at any time coveted my neigh- 


than to Prag of a good heart and meaning, of the ſtrength of 

faith and hope, of my juſt and upright dealing; and becauſe: 
abſtained from notorious ſins, I thou 
Chriſlian, 1 if God was not beholden to = for not woundin 


his name with oaths, for not ae, an d. playing out his ſab- 


for er e and 
Perſecuting vl poor members, Se. 
SECTION XIII. e 

AND yet bad it been ſo, as I imagined : admit 1 bad 


neyer offended in the leaſt in all my life, either in t it, 
word, or deed; yet this were bot one helf of what T'owe 


to God; this were but to obſerve the negative art of his 


be juſt 1 the fight of God, and ey. accepted of him, 
the fatisfaory part to eſcape 


things are required: 
B —" 


gbi myſelf an excellent | 


far from 


 bour's wwift, fer want, &c. And nothing more' common with me, 2 


18 The, Heart's Index: Book II. 
hell, and the meritorious part to get to heaven. And the true 
method of grace is, Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do awell, Iſa. i. 16, 

17. The fig-tree was curſed, not for bearing evil fruit, but 
: becauſe it bare no good. The evil ſervant was not bound hand 
and foot, and caſt into priſon, for waſting his maſter's goods, 
but for not gaining with them, And thoſe reprobates at the laſt 
day, ſhall be bid depart into everlafling fire; not for wronging 


or robting of any, but for not giving, for not e 


Chriſt's poor members, Matt. xxv. So that my caſe was mo 
defperate: for though, with that Phariſee, Luke xviii, 11. I was 
apt to thank God, and brag, that I was juſt, and paid every 
man his due, yet I never thought of being holy, and of paying 
God his dues; as his due of believing,” or repenting ; of new 
obedience, his due: of praying, hearing, conferring, meditating 
on his word and works, ſanctifying his ſabbaths, and inſtru. 
ing my children and ſervants, teaching them to fear the Lord: 
his due of love, fear, thankfulneſs, zeal for his glory, charity 
and mercy to Chriſt's poor members, and the like. 


I I ſhould have ſerved God in ſpirit, and according to, Chriſt's 

. Goſpel: as all that are wiſe-hearted endeavour to live; and 
believe, and hear, and invocate, and hope, and fear, and love, 
and worſhip God in ſach a manner as his word preſcribes. I 
mould have been effectually called, and become a new creature 
by regeneration, being begotten and born a-new by the immor- 


= 


in my judgment, affections and actions, to what they were 


merly. The Old- man ſhould have changed with the New-man, 
_. worldly. wiſdom with heavenly. wiſdom, carnal-love with ſpiri- 
"tual-love, ſervile- fear for chriftian and filial- fear, idle. thoughts 
for holy-thoughts,. vain - words for holy and wholſome : words, 
fleſhly- works for works of righteouſneſs : even hating what I 


formerly loved, and loving what I formerly hated. _ 


Batñ alas! I have heard the Goſpel day after day, and year af- 


ter year; which is the ſtrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty 
power of God unto falvation, that is quick and powerful, and 
mmarper than any two-edged ſword ; and yet ſtood it out and re- 
a filted, inkead of ſubmitting to. Chriſt's call; even refafing the 
. Free offer of Grace and Salvation. I bave heard the word faith- 
fully and powerfully preached. for forty years, yet remained in 
my natural condition, unregenerate ; without which new-birth 
there is no being ſaved, as our Saviour affirms, Jebr ili. 5. I 


had not trodden one ſtep in the way to converſion ; for the 


- _  » firſt part of convetſian is to love them that love God, 1 Joþn iii 
FEA EE” A RY He . — 2 5 < 8 
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tal ſeed of the Word. I ſhould have an apparent change wrought : 
or- 
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© 40; 11, 14. ſhould daily have grown in grace, and in the 
N knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt: but I was ſo 

＋ far from growing in grace, that I had not one ſpark of grace or 
d _ holineſs, 'withaut uli no man can ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. I 
85 was alſo for obſerving the ſecond table, without reſpect to the 
& \ firſt; or all for outward conformity, not at all for en and 
E inward holineſs: of heart. ; | 
R SECTION V. 

ö A, EITHER what I did was not morally good. for des matter; 
as or not well done for the manner, nor to any right ends; as out 
ry of duty and thankfulneſs to God and my Redeemer, and out of 
ng love to my fellow. members. Without which, the moſt glori- 
3 ous performances, and the rareſt virtues, are but ſhining fins, 
ng or beautiful abominations. God's glory was not 1 prinaipel 
ot. end, nor 10 be ſaved my greateſt care. 

d; I was a good, civil, moral, honeſt by poerite, or infidel; but 


ity none of theſe graces grew in che garden of my heart. I did not 


thine out as a light, by a holy converſation to glorify God, and 


it's win others. Now only to refrain evil, except a man hates it 
and alſo, and does the contrary good, is to be evil ſtill: becauſe ho- 
Ve, neſty without piety, is but a body without a ſoul. 

I All my religion was either ſuperſtition ot formality, or hypo- 


ture criſy; I had a form: of godline/i, but denied the power thereof : I 
aor⸗- often.drew near unto God with my mouth, and honoured him with my 
ght 7; Iþs, but my heart was far from him, Iſa. xxv. 13. Mark vii. 2, to 
or- 14. Matte xv. 7, to 10. All which conſidered, viz. the means 
nan, which God had afforded me, and the little uſe I had made thereof, 
piri- left me in a far worſe condition, than the very heathen that never 
ghts heard of Chriſt. So that it was God's unſpeakable mercy; that lam 
52 not at this preſent frying in the flames of hell, never to be freed. 
hat 1 ,. God hath ſent unto us all his ſervants the prophets, riſing u 
„ early, and they have been inſtant in preaching the Goſpel, 
ar af- in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon: but my carnal heart hath ever been 


ighty 22 | flint unto God, wax unto Satan: you ſhall die if you continue in 


„ and the practice of un, I heard; but you ſhall not die, 1 ſaith the 
id re- Devi) 1 believed. 8 

74 i SECTION 8 

aith- BE SID ES all this, ſuppoſe I had none of theſe to an: 
ed in 5 ſwer for; neither fins of commiſſion, nor ſins of omiſſion : yet 
„birth 1 original fin. Were enough to damn me, no need of any more ; 
5. os 0 and yet my actual tranſgreſſions have been ſuch and ſo many, 


1 my ingratitude therein ſo great, that it might haye ſunk . 


"I Al. me down with e, and leſt me hopeleſs of ores * 
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pardon for them. As ſee but ſome ſmall part of my monſtrous 
and deviliſh ingratitude to ſo a God, ſo loving and-iner- 
ciful a Saviour' 'and Reedemer, that hath dong and ſuffered, ſo 
- muvh for me, even more than can either be . or con - 
celred by any heart, were it as deep as the ſea. | 
' Touching. what God: and Chriſt hath done for me; in the 
| firſt place he gave me myſelf, and all. the creatures toiſerve for 
my ule; yea, he created me after his o. image in ri hteouſ- 
Heſz und holineſs; and in perfect knowledge. of: the'ttuth,! with 
6 power te ſtand, and for ever to continue in a moſt bieſſed and 
happy condition. But this was nothing in compariſon, far 
when I Was in a ſad condition, when I had forfeited all this, 
and myſelf, When by ſin I had turned that image of God into 
the image of Satan, and wilfully plunged my bon and body into 
eternal corments; when 1 was become his eneiny, mortally 
Hated him, and to my utmoſt fighting: «$04 him, and taking 
part with His only enemies, ſin und Satag, not having the leaſt 
tor deſite of reconcilement, but''a perverſe and obRi- 


nate will do reſiſt all means tending thereunto; he did redeem 


me, not only without aſking, but even againſt my will; ſo 


making of me, his curſed enemy, a ſervant; of a /ervant, a 


We ; an heir, and cobeir avith Chrift, Gal. vii. 7. But how have 


uited this ſo great and i@ ſuperlatiye a mercy ? All my re- 


3 of God's love unto me, hath been to 1 Gas which 
ke hates, and to hate thoſe whom he ee 
© Chriſt, the fountain of all: good, is my Lord bus a madgifald 


right; and: This ſervant by all manner of obligations. Fir, 


He is my Lord by the right of creation, as being hisworkman- 
fhip, made by him. Seconaly, By the right of redemptionf bes 


ing his purchaſe, bought by him. Thirdly, Of pany tion, 


being kept;*upheld and maintained by him. Fourthly, Hig 
vocation, even of his family, having admitted me.a member of 


kis viſible church. Ff, His alſo (had it not been my own 
- = by ſanctifcation, whereby to poſſeſ me. Laſih, He 
would have me of His court by glorification, that he might 


crown me; ſo that I was every way his. God hath raiſed me 
from a beggar to.a-great'eliate : but how did I fequite him? 


We I'would-not, if poſſible, ſuffer a godly and conſcientious mini- 
. 2 to be choſen, or to abide Where Þ had to do: But to bring 
in one that would flatter fin, and flout holineſs; diſcourage er 


"Bk and encourage the wicked; T uſed both my on, an 
ends utmoſt Nan. | Mach e de e 
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Now argue with all the world, and they will conclude, there 
is no vice like ingratitude ! But I have been more ungrateful 
to God, than can be expreſt by the beſt orator alive. It was 
horrid ingratitade in the Jews, to ſcourge” and erucify Chriſt, 
way; for he healed their diſeaſes, fed 


their bodies, enlightened their minds, of God became man, and 


/ 


lived miſerably among them many years; that he might ſave: 
their ſouls : but they fell ſhort of my ingratitude to God, in that 
moſt of them were not in the leaſt convinced, that he was the 
Meſnas ſent from God, and promiſed from the beginning. But I 
have not only denied this Lord that bought me, but I hated him; 
yea, moſt ſpitefally and maliciouſly fought on Satan's and ſin's 
ſide againſt him, perſecuted his children, and the truth, with all 
my might: and all this againſt knowledge and conſcience, after 
ſome meaſure of illumination, which cannot be affirmed of the 
Fews. Vet miſerable wretch that I was, if 1 could have given 
him my body and ſoul, they ſhould have been ſaved by it, bur 
he would have been never the better for them. e 
eee ee, © of na SS 4. og 

LASTLY, to tell you ſomething that is more ſtrange ! 
Notwithſtanding all this that hath been mentioned, and much 
more: yet I thought'myſeif a good Chriſtian, forſooth, yea, 
wied that young man in the Gospel, I thought 7 had kept all the 
commandments. Nor was 1 & whit troubled for ſin; either 
original or actual, but my conſcience' was at quiet, and 1 
was at peace; neither did any fin trouble me. Vea, I 
would applaud myſelf with that Phariſee, Lake xviii. 9, to 15. 
and ſay, 7 was not like other men: not once doubting- of my 
ſalvation: I ever refuſed to do what my Maker command- 


ed, and yet confidently hoped to eſcape what he threatened: 


* 


* 


Nor did 1 doubt of having Chriſt my Redeemer and Advo- 
eate' in the net life, when I had been'a bitter enemy to him 
and his members in this life. Here was blindneſs with a W²it- 
neſs; as it is not to be believed how blind and blockiſh men 
are, that have only the fleſh for their guide; eſpeciallix 
if / they have hardened their hearts, and ſeatred their con- 
ſciences' with cuſtomary ſinning. As I could give you for 
inſkanee, à large catalogue of rare examples how fin hath be- 
forted men, and what ſtark fools carnal men are in ſpiritual 
things, be they never ſo wiſe for mundane knowledge. But 


left it ſhould be taken for a digrefſion, or excutfion; you 


ſhall have a liſt of them by themſelves, the which 1 will 
add as an Appendix to this "4, or dialogue. In the mean 


"7 ” The Hea#t's Indem: Book II. 
time I have vey you a brief of my manifold provocations, and 
great ingratitude to my Maker and Redeemer, for otherwiſe I 
might be endleſs in the proſecution thereof. It remains that I 
ſhould in like manner lay open my original defilement ; which 
is the-fountain'whence all the former (whether fins, of commiſ- 
; _ or ſins of omiſſion) do flow. But touching it, be pleaſed: 
to peruſe that ſmall tract, entitled, 4 Sort and ſure Way to. 
Grace and Salvation: Or, Three F. undamental Principles f a * 
tian Religion. By R. Y. fiom 0 4, to p. 10. 
TTC 
Loofe Libertive. IF this hath been your caſe, no wwe it 
hath ſtartled you; for to deal plainly with you, as you have done 
with me; what I have heard from you, makes me tremble. 
For if ſuch honeſt moral men, that live ſo unreprovably as you 
have done, go not to heaven, what will become of me, that 
have been ſo openly profane and notoriouſly wicked all my time? 
Vea, it contented me not to do wickedly myſelf, and to damn 
my own ſoul, but I have been the occaſion of drawing hundreds 
to hell with me, by ſeducing ſome, and giving ill example to 


others, (the infection of ' fin being much worſe than the act.) 


As how many have I drawn to be drunkards, and ſwearers, 
and whoremongers, and profane perſons! inſomuch that the 
blood of ſo many ſouls as I have drawn away will be required at 
my hands. Yea, my life has been ſo debauebed and licentious, 
that I have brought a ſcandal upon the Goſpel, made. it odious 
to the very Turks and infidels, Rom. ii. 24. 

Convert.” Alas! what I did that was morally : 00d, or what 
evil I refrained, was more for ſelf ends, or for fear of men's 
laws, than for love of Chriſt's Goſpel. True, F went under 
. the notion of an honeſt man, and a good. Chriſtian: I was 


| 15 baptized into the faith, and made a btn of Chriſt's yiſible 


church; but I was ſo far from endeayouring to perform wh 
I then promiſed, that in effect I even renounced both Chri 
and my baptiſm, in perſecuting him, and all that ſincerely 
profeſſed his name; thinking 4 did God good ſervice therein, 
Jobn xvi. 2. Gal. i. 13, 14. Phil. iii. 6. Nor was it for wang 
of ignorance, that you thought ſo of me: for by nature (be we 
never ſo mild and gentle) we are all of the ſeed of the ſerpent, 
Gen. ili. 15. and children of the devil, John viii. 44. Yea, the 
very beſt moral men, is but a tame devil, as Athanaſius well 
notes. But it is a true proverb, 7 he Blind tat many a fly, * 
0 colours are alike io bim that is in the dark. 
» Leo . 80 much the worſe is my condition for my 
% conſcience 
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yourſelf, but I can juſtly apply the ſame unto my own ſoul, : 
and a great deal more: for whereas you have-been.a moral ho- 
neſt man, ſo that none except yourſelf, could tax you for break 


ing either God's law or man's: I have been ſo wicked and pro- 


fane, that I Huld moſt preſumptuouſly, and of ſet purpoſe, take 
a pride in wickedneſs, commit it with greedineſs, ſpeak: of it, 


defend it, joy in it, boaſt of it, tempt and inforce to it, yea, 
mock them that diſliked it. As if I would ſend challenges inte 
heaven, and make love to deſtruction, and yet applaud myſelf,: - 


and prefer my own condition before other men's, ſaying; I Was 
no diſſembler; yea, I hated the hypocriſy of profeſſors :-1 de 
not juſtify myſelf, and deſpiſe others, like the puritans: I am 


not factious, ſchiſmatical, fingular, cenſorious, Wc. I am nat 
rebellious, nor contentious, like the Brownifts aud Anabapiiſti. 
I am a good fellow, and love an honeſt man with my heart, c. 


and as touching a good conſcience, I was; never troubled in 
mind, as many ſcrupulous fools are; I have. a good heart, and 
mean as well as the preciſeſt. But now I ſee the devil and my 
own deceitful heart deluded me ſo, that my whole life hitherto: 
hath been but a dream, and that like a blind man I was run-: 
ning headlong to hell, when yet I thought myſelf in the way 

x Tal as if a beggar ſhould dream that he were a 
king, or as if a traitor. ſhould dream of his being crowned, 


when indeed he was to be beheaded; the caſe of Laodicea, Rev. _ 
iii. 17, the young man in the Go/pel, Luke xviil. 20, 21. and that ; 


8 1 


Phariſee, ſpoken of Lake xviii. 11, 12. i 
eee rer XVI. 
the worſt of ſinners: only it much rejoices me, that it hath 


pleaſed God to open your eyes, to ſee all this in yourſelf. For 
fleſh and blood hath not revealed this unto you. Vea, we are 


naturally ſo blind, and deaf, and dead in ſin, and in ſoul, that 
we can no more diſcern our ſpiritual &lthineſs, nor feel fin to 
be a burden, than a blind Erbiopian can ſee his own blackneſs, 
or than a dead man can feel the weight of his burden when it 
is laid upon him, 4s xxviii. 27. Ja. vi. 9, 10. 


And this common experience ſhews; for if you obſerve it, 
who more jocund, confident and ſecure, than the worſt of ſin- 


ners? They can ſtrut it under an inſupportable maſs of 


oaths, blaſphemies, thefts; murders, adulteries, drankenneſs, 


and other the like fins ; yea, can eaſily ſwallow theſe ſpiders, _ 


with Mitbridates, dats "þ them too; when one that ig 


— % 
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conſcience tells me, there is not a word you have ſpoken of 
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regenerate ſhriplte under the the burden of wandering to, 
1 and want of proficiency. But why is it? They are dead in 
= fin, ob. ii. 1. Rev. iv. 1. Now lay a mountain 3 a dead. 
=_ man, he feels not once the weight of it. 
To a Chriſtian that bath the life of grace, the leaf fin lies bes- | 


| | * vy upon the conſcience! But to him that is dead, let his ſins be 
1 as heavy as a mountain of lead, he feels in them no weight at all. 
"3 Again, they are inſenſible of cheir ſin and danger, becauſe 


"if ignorant: for what the eye ſeeth not, the heart rutth not. Se- 
cutity-makes worldlings merry, and therefore are they ſecure, 
bhbecauſe they are ignorant. A dunce, we know, ſeldom makes 


daoubts; yea, A vol, ſays Solomon, boaſteth and is confident, 
Prov. xiv; 19. neither do blind men ever blaſh, And the truth 

ie, were it not for pride and ignorance, a world of men 
would: de aſhamed, to have their faces ſeen abroad. For take 
away from men's minds vain opinions, flattering hopes, falſe 

_ valuations} imaginations, and the like; you will leave the 


** of melancholy, indiſpoſition, and unpleaſing to themſelves. 
_ . Ignorance is a veil-oricortaiv to hide away their ſins, where 
--/ npon they are never troubled in conſcience, nor macer 
— Withicares about eternity; but think that all will be well. 

BY The devil and the fleſh propheſy proſperity to fin; yea, lifeand: 


| 
| 
{ . 5 and damnation (which God's ſpirit threatens) will prove the crop 
L * they-ſhall reap:-for God is true, the Devil and all fleſti are hars. 
| 


=” ''  firongly and ſtrangely affaults us, as he did Chriſt, when he was 
In newly baptized ; and Pharecd the children of Iſrael, when they 


a to come to deliver his people. Whence commonly it comes to 
FA paſs, that thoſe think beſt of themſelves, that have che leaſt cauſe: 


7 himſelf, as the. falſe is unwilling to be driven from it. They 
* that have Rore of grace mourn for the want of it, apdthey that 


their adoption, as they that may be aſſured of it: nor none more 
uſually fear than they that have the greateſt cauſe to hope. We 


1 - = _ -feel corruption; not by corruption, but by grace and therefore: 
1 . the more we feel our inward corruption, the more grace we have. 
Contraxrikties, the nearer they are to one another, the ſharper 


11s the conflict between them. Now of all enemies, the ſpirit 


1 "0 minds of moſt men and women, but poor ſhrunken things, full 


ſalvation, as the pope promiſed the powder-traitors : but death 
5 | When we become ts pr ge and forſake fin ; then the Devi}. 
! b 5 10 1 forſake Eeype; and Herod the children, when Chriſt war 
* . PFeoea, tlie true Chiiſtian, is as fearful,to entertain a gooll opinion 


WW. © indeed want it, chant their abundance; None ſo apt to doubt 
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in a regenerate man, and in all the facolties of the ſoul, and in 
every action that ſpringeth from thoſe faculties.: The more 
grace, the more ſpiritual life; and the more ſpiritual life, the 


more antipathy to the contrary; whence none are ſo ſenſible 


of corruption as thoſe that have the moſt living ſoulss. 

Ws ib . 8 EVG 18 O N NIX... i DICH 
NOW for remedy of the contrary, there cannot be a bet- 
ter leſſon for carnal men to learn than this. All the. promiſes 
of God are conditional, to take place, if we repent; as all the 
threatenings of God are conditional, to take place, if we repent 
not. But wicked men, as they believe without repenting; 


their faith being mere preſumption : ſo they repent without be- 


lieving, their repentance being indeed deſperation.” And this 
obſerve, we are caſt down in the diſappointment of our hopes, 
in the fame meaſure, as we were too much lifted up; in ex- 
pectation of good from them. Whence theſe peremptory pre- 
ſumers, if ever they repent, it is commonly as Frantis Spira, 
an advocate of Padua did: and never did any man plead ſo 


well for himſelf, as he did againſt himſelf. - 


One ſtar is bigger than the earth, yet it ſeems many degrees 
leſs. It is the nature of fear to make dangers greater, helps lefs' 
than they are. Chriſt hath promiſed peace and telt unto their 
ſouls that labour, and are heavy lauen, and tothoſethat walkaccord=: 
ing to rule; Matt. xi. 28. Gal. vi. 16. even peace celeſtial in the 
ſtate of grace, and peace eternal in the ſtate of glory. Such therefore 
as never were diſtreſſed in conſcience, or live looſely, never had true 


peace. Peace is the daughter of riphteouſreſs; Rum. v. 1. Being 


Juſtiſied by faith, we have peace with God. But he who makes a 


much their fear is the leſs. It faring with the ſoul, as with 


the body; thoſe diſeaſes, which do take away all ſenſe of 
pain, are of all others moſt deſperate: As the dead-palſy; the 
falling: ſickneſs, the ſleepy-lethargy, Gr. And the patient is 
moſt dangeroufly ſick when he hath no feeling thereof. In like 


manner, whilſt they ſuppoſe themſelves to be free from judg- 4 


ment 


25 Phe Heart's Index: 


ments, a heart that cannot repent, Rom. ii. 5. 


In a lethargy, it is -needful the patient ſhould be caſt into a 


burning fever, becauſe the ſenſes are benumbed, and this will 
waken them, and dry up the beſotting humours. So, in our 
dead ſecurity, be fore our converſion, God is fain to let the law, 
fin, conſcience and Satan looſe upon us, and to kindle the very 
fire of hell in our ſouls, that ſo we might be rouzed out of our 
ſecurity 3 but thouſands of theſe blocks both live and depart 


with as great hopes, as men- go to a lottery, even dreaming 


of heaven, until they awake in hell. For they too often die 


without any remorſe of. conſcience, like blocks: or as an ox 
dies in a ditch. Yes, thouſands that live like Laban, die like 
' Nadal, (which is but the ſame word inverted) whilſt others, the 


dear childen of God, die in the diftreſs of conſcience. : For 


it is not every good man's hap to die like Antoninus Pius, whoſe 
death was aiter the faſhion and ſemblance of a kindly and plea- 
ſant ſleep. However, St. Auſtin's rule will be fure to hold, He 


eannot die ill, that hath lived well. And for the moſt part, He 


that lives conſcionably, dies comfortably, and departeth rich. And 


ſo you ſee how it fares with the wickedeſt and worſt of men, 
Wherefore if you are truly ſenſible of your wretchednefs, it is a 


good fign that you are in ſome forwardneſs to be recovered ; and 
really to become ſo good, as formerly you butdream'd orimagin'd 
_ yourſelf to be. And indeed the very firſt ſtep to grace, is to feel 


the want of grace, and the next way to receive mercy, is to ſee 


yourſelf miſerable. Therefore our conſtant and moſt diligent 
' ſearch ſhould be to find out the naughtineſs of our own hearts; 
and to get ſtrength from God againſt our prevailing corruptions. 


SECTION XX: 


Toaſe Libertine. BU is there any hope for one ſo wicked as 
12 who bave turned the grace of God into wantonneſs, applying 
Chriſt's paſſion as a warrant for my licentiouſneſs, not as a remedy, 


and taking his death as a licence to fin, his croſs as a letter · patent t 


duo miſchief. As if a man ſhould head his drum of rebellion with his 
pardon. For I have moſt ſpitefully and maliciouſly taken up arms 
againſt my Maker, and fought againſt my Redeemer all my days. 


Conwert. Do but unfeignedly repent you of your fins, and for- 


ſake your former evil ways, and lay hold upon Chriſt by a true and 
lively faith, my ſoul for your's, God is very ready to forgive 


them, be they never ſo many and innumerable for multitude; 
never ſo heinous for quality and magnitude. Vea, I can ſhew 
you your pardon from the great King of Heaven, for all that 


— 


\ 


. Book II. 
ment, they are already ſmitten with the heavieſt of God's judg- 
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is paſt, the which you may read at large, Ja. lv. 7. Exel, xviii. 


21, to 29. and xxxiii. 11. Joel ii. 12, 13, 14. Vea, read 1 Cor. 
vi. 10, 11. together with the ſtory of Manaſſes, Mary: Magda 
line, the thief, and the prodigal ſon: and you ſhalh ſee precedents 


. thereof. Vea, the very murderers of the Son of God, upon their 


ſerious and unfeigned repentance, and ſtedfaſt believing in him, 
received pardon. and ſalvation. And indeed deſpair is a ſin- 
which never knew 7Je/us. . True, every fin deſerves: damna- 
tion; but no fin can condemn, but the lying and continuing, 
in it. True repentance is ever bleſſed with forgiveneſs. And 
know this, that God's mercy is greater than thy fin, whats, 
ever it be: you cannot be ſo infinite in ſinning, as he is infinite. 
in pardoning, if you repent; yea, ſins upon repentance are ſo; 
remitted, as if they had never been committed. I ¹j,mπ]⁰m 


thy tranſgreiſin as à cloud, and thy fins as a mis, Ta. xliv. 22. 


And what by corruption hath been done, by repentance is un- 
done; as the former examples witneſs. Come, and let us reaſon 


together, ſaith the Lord: though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 


as white as ſnow, Iſa. i. 18. yea, whiter than ſnow. ' For the pro- 
phet David, laying open his blood-guiltineſs and his original 


impurity, uſeth theſe words, Purge me with hyſſop, and 1 foall-be 


clean; waſh me, and I. ſhall be whiter than ſnow, Pſal, li. 7. And 
in reaſon, did Chriſt come to call ſinners to repentance ?: Aud 
ſhall he not ſhew mercy to the penitent? Or, who would not caſt 
his burden upon him, that defires to give eaſe ? AI live, ſaith the 
Lord, Twould not the death of a finner, Ezek. xiii. 32. and xxxili. 11. 
Only, apply not this ſalve, before the ulcer be ſearched ta 
the bottom. Lay not hold upon -mercy, until thou beeſt 
throughly humbled. - The only way to become good is, firſt. 
to believe that you are evil, and by accuſing ourſelves, we 
prevent Satan; by judging ourſelves, we prevent Gd. 
Are we as fick of ſorrow as we are of ſin? Then may we 
hopefully go to the Phyfician of our ſouls, who came into the 
world only to cure the ſick, and to give light to them only 


| who bit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death. God does not 


pour the oil of grace, but into a broken and contrite heart. 
_  Wouldfſt thou get out of the miſerable eſtate of, nature into 
the bleſſed eſtate of grace? and of Satan's bond flaye, become 

the child of God, and a member of Chriſt?” Wouldſt thou 
truly know thine own heart? and be. very ſenſible how evil 


and wicked it is, that ſo thou may'ſt have a more: humble 


conceit of. thyſelf? . Lay to heart [theſe three particulars: 
1. The Corruption of our Nature, by reaſon of original . | 
1 e - ' „ 


28 The Hearts nden: Book Ie 
2. Our manifold breach of God's righttous lad, by j fon. OI 3. : 


The guilt and puniſomerit due to us for them both. This being 


done; thou ſhalt-ſee and find thy neceſſity of a Redeemer. And 


it is thirſt only that makes us reliſh our drink, hunger our meat. 


Tue full ſtomaeh of à Phariſee, ſurcharged with ſoperfluitics of 
his on merits, will lonth the honey-comb of Chriſt's rightecuf. 
neſs. This was it chat made the young prodigal to relim even 
ſervants fare, tho' before wanton, when full fed at home. No 
more reliſh feels the phariſaical heart in Chriſt's blood, than in 
a chip : but O how acceptable is the fountain of living water to 
the chafed hart, panting and braying? the blood of Chriſt to the 
weary and tired ſoul? to the thirſty conſcience; feorch'd with the 
ſenſe of God's wrath ? He that preſents him with it, how wel- 


come is he? even as a ſpecial choice man, one oA thouſand. And 


the deeper the ſenſe of miſery is, the ſweeter the ſenſe of mercy is. 
FTT | 
THE N if you would be ſatisfied for time to come, whe- 
ther your repentance and converſion be true and ſound, theſe 
rticulars will infallibly inform you. If you'ſhall perſevere 


75 Tien this trouble for fin is over) in doing that which now you 
| oſe, ir is an infallidle ſign your repentance is ſound; 


pur 
Fa uit nde If thou doſt ealf to mind the vow which thou 
madleſt in thy baptiſm; _— thy endeavour to perform that 
which then thou didſt promite ; if thou doſt ſquare thy life ae- 
eording to the rule of God's word, and not after the rudiments 
of the world. If thou art willing to for fake all fin, without re- 
ſerving one, for otherwiſe that one ſin, may prove the bane 
of all thy graces; even as Gidean had ſeventy ſons, and but one 
Daſtard, and yet that baſtard deſtroyed all the reſt that were le. 
| gitimate, (Fudgts IX. . Sin is like the ivy in the wall, cut off 
bough, branch, body, ſtump, yet ſome ſprig or other will ſprout 


out again: till the root be pluck'd up, or the wall pulled down 


And ruined, it will never utterly die n 
Regeneration or new. birth; is a creation of new qualities in the 
foul; as being by nature only evil diſpoſed. God's children are 


\ -- known by this mark, They avalk not after the fleſh, but aficr the 


' ſpirit, Rom. viii. 1. If Chriſt have called: you to hi; ſervice, 
your life will appear more ſpiritaal and excellent than others. 


As for your falls, it is a ſigu that ſin bath not gained your con- 
ſent, but committed à rape upon your ſoul, when you cry out to 


God. If the raviſhed virgin under the law cried out, ſhe was 


7 


A retro guiltleſs. - A ſheep may fall imo the mire, but a 
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a woman chat is ſotced, though the cries out apd ſttives, and an 
alluring: adultreſs. e rang oO 4 tr otoinebelt 
Again, the thoughts of the godly are godly, of the wicked 
worldly ; and by, theſe, good and evil men are beſt and trulieſt 
differenced ane from auother. Would we know our own hearts, 
and whether they be changed by a new birth: examine wo our 
thoughts, words, actions, paſſions; eſpecially our thoughts will 
inform us, for theſe eandot be ſubject to hypocriſy, as words and 
deeds are 8 EC TIO N XXII. OF: 5 
THEN by way, of caution, know, that a child may, as 
ſoon create itſelf; as a man in the ſtate of nature, regenerate 
bimlelf.” We cannot act in the leaſt, unleſs God beſtows upon 
us daily private grace to defend ys from evil, and daily poſitive 
grace enabling us to da; good. And thoſe that are of Chriſt's 
reaching, know hoth from the word and by experience, that of 
themſelves they are not only weak, but eyen dead to what is good, 
moviog no mote than they are moved, that their beſt works are 
faulty, all their Uns deadly, all their natures corrupted origi- 
nally. You hath be quickened. that were dead in treſpaſſes and. fins, 
Eph. ii. 1. Vea, we are altogether ſo dead in fin, that we can- 
nat ſtir the leaſt joint, no not ſo much as feel our own dead- 
neſs, nor deßire life, except God be pleaſed to raiſe and reſtore 
our ſouls from the death. of ſio, and grave of long cuſtom, to tbe 1 
mie of grace. Apt we are to all evil, but reprobate and indiſpoſ- _— 
f ed to all grace and goodneſs, yea, to all the means thereof. 
So 2:71.» pegvers are all corrupt, corrupt my. ville, . 
Aeg Marble uo good, But wax to aubat js ill. Fo nA Re 
_ > Inſomuch that we are not ſufficient. of ourſelves to think, 
much leſs to ſpeak, leaſt of all to do that which is good, 2 Cor. 
iii. 5. Vn XV. 4 5. If we have power to chuſe or refuſe the 
object, to do tkeſę well wWe have no power. We have ability, we 
beve will engugh to undo ourſelves, ſcope; enough hellward: 
but neither motion, nor will to do good; that mult be put in- 
to us by him that gives both power and will, and power to will. 
Finally, each ſanctiſed heart feels this, hut no words are able 
ſufficiently to expreſs what impotent wretches we are, when we 
ä are not ſuſtained. So that we have no merit, but the mercy 
x of God to ſave us: nothing but the blood of Chriſt, and his 
Ez; mediation, to cleanſe and redeem us: nothing but his obedi- "2 
; e, us. As for our good works, we are altogether 1 
6 olden to God for them, not God to us; not we to. ourſelves, . 2» 
2 | Hhacauſs they re only bis works in-us. „„ „ 
a Whatſoever thou art, thou. oweſt to him that male Bey . 
n . v8 W 
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ther 


i caffons ; have no fellowſhip with the workers of en 
ther fear their ſcoffs; for this be ſure of, If your 
Ways pleaſe God, the world will be diſpleaſed with ke, z if 


Sat the world counts him a fool. 
cept he be converted, and bee as bittle 1 905 7 car's not! enter 
Faro (oe da of Hea 
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Whatever thou baſt, thou oweſt to bim that retleemed thee. 
Therefore if we do any thing amiſs, let us accuſe ourſelyes: if 


any thing well, let us give all the praiſe to God. And indeed 


this is che teſt of true or falſe religion: that which teacheth us 
to exalt God moſt, and moſt to depreſs ourſelves, is the true: 


that which doth moſt prank up ourſelves, and detract n 


God, is the falſe, as Bonaventure well notes. e 
L334 £4517 S EC TION XXIII. 
NOW to wide up with a word of exhortation : If thou art 


convinced ard reſolveſt upon a ne courſe, let thy reſolution bs 


peremptory and conftanc; and take heed you harden not again, 
as Pharanh; the Phili Miner, the young mam in the Goſpel, Pilate and 
Jula. did: reſemble not the iron, which is no longer ſoft, than 


At is in the fire; For that good (ſaith Gregory] will do us no good, 
aobich ir not made good by per ſcwerance. 


If with theſe premoni- 
tions, the Spirit Hark? vouchſafedito ſtir up in thine heart any 
good motions, and holy purpoſes to obey God, in letting thy ſins 


0 ; Nuench not, grieve not the Spirit, 1 Theſſ. v. 19. Return not 
With the dog to thy vomit, left thy latter end prove ſeven-fold 

_ worſe than thy beginning, Matt: xii. 43, 45, Oh, it is aft 
Thing to receive the grace of God in vain f and a deſperate thing, 


earful 


being warned of a rock, wilfully to caſt oarfelves upon it! Nei- 

; Satan perſuade you to defer your repentance; no not an 
hour, leſt your reſolution proves as a falſe conception, which never 
comes to bearing. Beſides death may be ſudden: even the leaſt of 


a thouſand things can kill you; and give you no leiſure to be ſick. 


Thirdly, If thou wilt be ſafe from evil works, avoid the oc- 
: nei- 
on and 


God de your friend, men will be your enemies: if they exer- 


eiſe their malice, it is where he ſhnews metcy. * "Yap take and 
of loſing God's favour to keep theirs. 1 


Beau tells us of a great man, that was 2dnioniſhed by b hs 


friends in his ſickneſs do repent: who anſwered, He would not 
yet; for that if he ſhould recover, his friends and N reer | 


would laugh at him: but growing ſicker and ſicker, they 18 
preſt him; but then his anſwer was, That it was now 4p 


for Jam judged and condemned already. 


A man cannot be a Nathanael, by «hoſe Sri rv 1 no * 
' But Chriſt ſays,” Verih, 


1, Matt. xviii.' W 
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Again, Satan and your deceitful heart will ſuggeſt unto you, be 


that a religious life is a dumpiſh and melancholy life : but holy 
David will tell you, That ige is ſown to the righteous, and joy t0 


the wpright, Pfal. xcvii. 11. Iſa. Ixv. 14. And experience tells | 


us, that earthly and bodily joys, are but the body, or rather 


the dregs of that joy which God's people feel and are raviſhed _. " 9 


with. As, Oh the calm and quietneſs of a good conſcience? - 


the aſſurance of the pardoy of fin and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
the honeſty of a virtuous and a holy life, how ſweet they are! 


Yea, even Plato, an heathen, could ſay, That if wwi/dom. and 
virtue could but repreſent itſelf to the eyes, it would {et the heart on 
fire with the love of it, And the like of a finner's ſadneſs; as 


hear what Seneca ſays, If there were no God to puniſh him, no devil 


to torment him, na hell to. burn him, no man to ſee him; yet would 


* 
W 
— . 


Le not fin, for the uglineſs and filthineſs of fin, and the guilt and 
ſadneſs of his conſcience. But experience is the beſt informer.: | . + 


wherefore take the counſel of holy David, Pſal. xxxiv.-8. O - 1885 0 
 _ taſte and ſee that the Lord is good; blefſed is the man that truſteib 


in kim. To which accordeth that of holy. St. Bernard, Good 


art thou, O Lord, ta the ſoul that ſeeks thee ; What art thou to © Y 
the ſoul that finds thee? As | may appeal to any man's conſci-. | 
ence, that hath been ſoftened with the unction of grace, and' © 77 
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truly taſted of the powers of the world to come, to him that 


hath the love of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Haly x 
Ghoſt ; Whether his whole life be not a perpetual Hallelijaz, 
in comparifon of his natural condition: whence they are abe | 


to flight all ſuch objections, as he did. You tell me, that 


ſcrupling at ſmall matters, is but tumbling at ſtraws, that they | 4 fl 1 
be but trifles: when I know your tongue can tell nothing but 


truth, I will believe you. - 


7 L 


Fifth, Beg of God that he will give you a new heart; ale 


when the heart is changed, all the members will follow after 


It, as the reſt of the creatures after the ſun when it ariſeth. 


But without a work upon the heart, wrought by the Spirit 
of God, it will follow its own inclination to that which it 


affecteth, whatſoever the judgment ſhall ſay to the contrary. 
That muſt be firſt reformed, which was firſt deformed. It is 


idle, and to no purpoſe to purge the channel, when the foun- - 


- tain is corrupt. Whence the apoſtle orderly bids us, firſt, Be 


renewed in the ſpirit of your mind; and then, let him that f „ 


Fial no more, Eph. iv. 23, 24. Vea, it is God's on counſel! 
to the men of Feruſalem, Jer. iv. Waſh thy heart from uiid. 
neſs, that thou mayſt be ſaved, ver. 14. It is moſt ridiculous:to. 4 
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apply remedies to the '6utward. parts; when the diſtemper lies 


| 

| 

is in the'ftomach: To what purpoſe is it to crop off the top of 
We. - weeds,” or lop off the boughs of the trees, when the root ang 
2 5 Kalk remain in the earth? As cut off the ſprig of a tree, it 
grows: ill; à bough, an arm, ſtill it grows ; lep off the top, 3 


i 5 yen, ſaw it in the midſt, yet it will grow again; "ſtock it up 
[> _ bythe roots, then (and not till then] it will grow no more: 
ENG - whence it is that Gdd ſaith,” Give ne thine heart, Prov. xxiii. 
286, {Greateities'onee' expugned, the drops and villages will 
1 Aer come in of theinſelves; the | heart is the treaſuty and 


3 
* | ſtorebouſe of wiekedneſs, Matt. xii. 34. ſuch as the heart is, 
ſuch are the actions of the body which proceed from it, Matt. 
i, 4. Therefore, as Chriſt faith, Make clean within, and 
_ -- all 7 Be clean; otherwiſe not, Matt. xxiii. 26. Therefore 
lf "= \David's prayer i is, Create a new heart in me, O Lord, and reneqy 
„ t ſpirit \avithin me, Pſal. li. 10. Do thou the like; im- 
=_ No aut bim for grace; that you may firmly reſolve, ſpeedily | 
begin, ang continually perſevere in doing, and fuſfering his 
LE he will: deſire him to inform and reform you fo, that you 
—_— "may neither miſbelieve, nor miſs- live; to change and | 49% 
= / Jour nature, ſubdue your Teaſon, any your judgment, re- 
= form and firengthen your will, rene your affections, and 
=” bear down in you TOI Hangs | ing oppokition'to the Toeptrs 
+ . Wee of Jeſus Chriſt. * : & © bh FR Ys 


* $ixthly and laftly,. 17 you? vecive any power/egainſt yo 

| Former 9 forget not to be thankfül, og ſtudy all 

Poflible thankfulneſs, for that you and 1 ate not at this preſent 

frying in hell-flames, never to be freed ; that we have the 
= offer of grace here, and glory hereafter, it is of his unſpeak- 
= able dodneſs. And there is nothing more pleaſing, to God, 
odr pr table to us, both for the procuring the good we want, 
ber 8 the good we have, than thankfulneſs. He will 
1 there (and there only) plenty of his bleflings, where he is 
1 "Fare to reap plenty of thanks and ſervice.” But who will ſow 
_ "thoſe barren ſands, where they are ſure not only to be with- 
=”  -out all hope of a good harveſt, but are ſure to loſe both their 


| : 5 deed and labour? Confider awhat bath been ſaid, and the Lord give 
FE. : ow underfianding. im all things. And ſo much for the Second 
. Part. At "Appendix yy Wherein you. have 9 of a 
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